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The Hudson River Audubon Society 

of Westchester, Inc., is a non-profit 

chapter of the National Audubon 

Society serving the communities of 

Ardsley, Dobbs Ferry, Hastings-on-

Hudson, Irvington and Yonkers.  

Our mission is to foster protection 

and appreciation of birds, wildlife, 

and habitats, and to be an advocate 

for a cleaner, healthier environment.  
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The Rivertown Naturalist  

The Hudson River Audubon Society of 

Westchester meets at Lenoir Nature 

Preserve on Dudley Street in Yonkers, 

NY, (914) 968-5851.   

 

By car: Take Saw Mill River Parkway  

to Exit 9, Executive Blvd. Cross over 

Nepperhan Ave and continue to follow 

Executive Blvd to its end at North 

Broadway and turn right. Dudley 

Street is the first left. Entrance and 

parking lot are on the left. 

www.hras.org 
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òSòSEASONSEASONS  ATAT  LLENOIRENOIRóó  

Gallery hours are Tuesdays through Saturdays, 

 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
 

Please remember to pick up works on  

Saturday, March 28, before 1:00 pm.  
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Upcoming Speakers 

 

How the North and South Came Together  
to Create Lenoir Preserve 

 

Presenter: Virginia Carnes, Curator 

Westchester County Department of Parks, Recreation and Conservation 

 

 Date:        Wednesday, March 25, 2015 

 Time:        7:00 PM, Refreshments; 7:30 PM, Program 

 Location:  Lenoir Nature Center 
 

Gigiõs presentation will highlight the fascinating history of the property, from Native American times to its 

establishment as a Westchester County park.  It is a story that has a connection to music connection, the 

mayoralty, and long-vanished estates  such as Imbercourt and Hillcrest. 

As part of her responsibilities as a curator, Gigi writes a column for the in-house county newsletter, is a 

grant writer, and is the ògo-toó person for history projects. 

Bird Migration Through Urban Landscapes 
 

Presenter: Dr. J. Alan Clark, PhD., JD 

Dept. of Biological Sciences, Fordham University 

 

 Date:        Wednesday, April 22, 2015 

 Time:        7:00 PM, Refreshments; 7:30 PM, Program 

 Location:  Lenoir Nature Center 
 

Dr. Clark will speak to us about the many challenges that birds face as they migrate through increasingly 

urbanized landscapes.  Most birds migrate at night; light, noise, and buildings pose particular challenges 

for these birds.   

In his research, Alan uses recordings of the short vocalizations that most birds use during migratory flight 

as well as small and large-scale radar to examine these urban challenges to bird migration. 
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Outdoor activities such as birding and hiking with a 

group are a wonderful way to share your interests with 

like-minded people to learn more about nature, and to 

enjoy many preserves and natural areas.  

All Hudson River Audubon Society field trips are free. 

Non-members and newcomers are welcomed.  

Bring binoculars and field guides if you have them. 

Some are available for loan for those who need them. 

Dress appropriately for the weather. Car pooling for 

field trips may be arranged in advance by calling Ruth 

DeFord Kotecha at 914-478-3695, or by email at    

rdeford@hunter.cuny.edu. 

For more information call Michael Bochnik at (914) 

237-9331. 

 

Saturday, March 7, 2015 

Evening Timberdoodle Walk 

Meet at the far end of the Croton Point Park Ball fields   

at 5:45 PM. We will look for American Woodcocks and 

any other early spring arrivals as night falls in this 

Westchester Country park. 

http://www.hras.org/wtobird/croton.html   

 

 

Saturday, April 25, 2015 

Nature Study Woods 

Meet along Webster Avenue at Flandreau Ave at 8:00 

a.m. (~806 Webster Ave, New Rochelle) 

We will be searching for early spring migrants.  

Last year featured a calling Eastern Screech Owl as 

well as Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Pine Warbler, Northern 

Waterthrush, Scarlet Tanager and Black-and-white 

Warblers.  

http://www.hras.org/wtobird/twinlakes.html 

 On the Wing: Upcoming Field Trips, Mar - May 2015 

Saturday, May 2, 2015 

Doodletown 

Meet at 8 AM at the trail head on Route 9D. 

Doodletown is a trail in Harriman State Park that once 

housed a small community. Now reverted back to a 

nature preserve, it is home to breeding Hooded and 

Cerulean Warblers. At this time of year, the Cerulean 

Warblers can usually be found lower in the trees for 

better views. The trail is an uphill climb along a stream. 

Other species can include American Redstart, Rose-

breasted Grosbeak, Louisiana Waterthrush, American 

Woodcock, Black Vulture and more. 

http://www.hras.org/wtobird/doodle.html 

 

Saturday, May 9, 2014 

Sterling Forest 
In search of the Golden-winged Warbler 

Meet at 8:00 AM at the end of Ironwood Road, Tuxedo 

Park, NY. Spring migration will be in full swing. Any or 

all of the colorful spring warblers might be seen, as 

well as breeding birds such as Golden-winged Warbler, 

Prairie and Blue-winged Warbler, both Cuckoo species, 

Scarlet Tanager and more. Note: wear long pants and 

bug spray, ticks can be common here. 

http://www.hras.org/wtobird/strelingforest.html 

 

Sunday, May 10, 2015 

Motherõs Day Warbler Walk 

Meet at Lenoir Nature Preserve, 19 Dudley Street in 

Yonkers, at 8:00 AM. This will be the 25th year of this 

Audubon tradition. Spring migrants will be searched 

for; followed by refreshments at the nature center. 

http://www.hras.org/wtobird/lenoir.html 



 

 

We humans like to think only we are endowed with special 

aspects of cognition, but studies with birds, especially 

corvids, continue to prove us wrong.  For example, rooks 

(Corvus frugilegus) can readily demonstrate their keen 

problem-solving-ability just as described in Aesopõs fable, 

òThe Crow and the Pitcheró: When presented with the 

problem of a cylinder containing water and a floating food 

item, they will add stones to raise the level until they can 

reach the food.  Given a choice, they will pick out larger 

stones to gain access more quickly (1).  

New Caledonia crows (Corvus moneduloides) can even 

plan ahead.  When faced with the need to retrieve food 

from a hole, they will fashion the right tool by cutting a 

branch into the shape of a hook.  Once they make a hook 

they like, they carry it with them to use as needed (2). 

Scrub jays (Aphelocoma coerulscens) not only remember 

the numerous locations where they cache food for the 

winter, they recall how long ago they did it (3).   

Western scrub jays (Aphelocoma californica) have the 

ability to attribute mental statesñ desires, knowledge and 

intentionsñto others.  If a jay notices another jay watching 

it caching food, it will return later to move the cache be-

cause it knows the observer will pilfer it.  This ability to 

know what others are thinking, known as theory of mind, 

was once thought to be exclusively humanñmy wife says 

she always knows what Iõm thinking.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now a new study on jays in the July 2014 issue of Animal 

Cognition suggests that they can also identify their own 

state of knowledgeñknow what they know. Arii Watanabe, 

Uri Grodzinski and Nicola Clayton, psychologists at the 

University of Cambridge, UK, have devised a simple series 

of experiments to determine if western scrub jays have 

this ability, known as metacognition. 

Five birds were separately trained to watch a researcher 

bury an item of food, a wax worm, in either of two side-by-

side compartments. Each compartment had four cups 

containing sand. But in one (Forced Choice), lids covered 

three of the cups, and the worm was always buried in the 

randomly preselected open cup.  In the other (Free Choice), all 

the cups were uncovered and the worm was buried randomly.  A 

partition separated the bird from each compartment, which had 

its own peephole so the bird could watch the baiting.  Immedi-

ately after the worm was buried, the bird was allowed to enter 

and choose a cup. 

 

During the training phase, the Forced Choice and Free Choice 

baitings were done at different times.  But during testing, both 

compartments were baited simultaneously and the bird could 

subsequently enter them.  This forced the bird to choose which 

peephole to look through during baiting in order to gather the 

information it needed to make the right choices. 

Watanabe et al. reasoned that if the birds were capable of know-

ing what they needed to know, i.e., metacognition, they would 

realize they needed to spend more time looking through the Free 

Choice peephole.  That is exactly what happened.  The birds 

spent significantly more time at the Free Choice peephole watch-

ing that setup than they did at the Forced Choice peephole where 

the hiding place was always obvious. 

When we realize we do not know the answer to a question we 

devise a strategy for finding the information.  Evidently, scrub jays 

can do that too. 

 

ñSAUL SCHEINBACH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ONLINE REFERENCES:  

(1) http://www.hras.org/sw/swoct09.html    

(2) http://www.hras.org/sw/swjan08.html 

(3) (ScienceWatch, Nov/Dec. 1998) 

òSome birds study for a test, just like 

humans do.ó ð A. Watanabe 
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ScienceWatch: Thinking about Thinking  

http://www.hras.org/sw/swoct09.html
http://www.hras.org/sw/swjan08.html
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2015 Spring Program Schedule at Lenoir Nature Preserve 

Every Thursday, 03/05/15 thru 4/30/15 (no class on 4/2), 10:30 am: Nature Story time. For ages 2-5 with a parent/caregiver. 

3/07/15, 1 pm, Saturday: Whoõs Making Those Tracks? Learn how to identify our local animals by their tracks. We will then go 

for a hike to identify tracks in the snow and mud and make our own tracks! 

3/14/15, 10 am -3 pm, Saturday: Map & Compass Spring Treasure Hunt.  Use your navigation skills to discover treasure at the 

preserve. We will supply the map and compass and show you how to use them. 

3/28/15, 10 am -2 pm, Saturday: Natural Egg Dyeing.  $3/person. Pre-register by 3/26/15.  

3/30/15 thru 04/02/15, 10 am -2 pm: Spring Break Nature Camp.  $40/day, $140/session, pre-register by 3/23/15.  

4/11/15, 1 pm, Saturday: Spring Hike: Discover what is happening at the preserve as the weather warms and nature wakes 

up from her winter nap. 

4/12/15, 11 am ð 3 pm, Sunday: Butterfly Garden Volunteer Day: We need your help to get our butterfly and hummingbird 

garden ready for the season. All equipment provided. Rain date, 04/19/15. 

4/18/15, 10 am -3 pm, Saturday: Volunteer Day. Refreshments provided. 

4/25/15, 10 am, Saturday: Hasting Historical Society (at Draper Park) to Lenoir Nature Preserve Walk.  Co-sponsored by the 

Friends of the Old Croton Aqueduct, the Lenoir Nature Preserve and the Hastings Historical Society. Come see Spring in bloom 

at Lenoir Preserve! Meet at the parking lot of the Hastings Historical Society at 407 Broadway, Hastings-on-Hudson. We will 

walk across Draper Park and head south along the Old Croton Aqueduct trail to Lenoir Preserve. After touring the grounds, we 

will learn the history of the Aqueduct while returning to the Hastings Historical Society by 2:00 pm. At the end of the walk, there 

is an optional tour of the Hastings Historical Societyõs Observatory Cottage and its exhibits.  

Contact:  Sara Kelsey, skelsey@aqueduct.org or 646-303-1448.  

4/25/15, 2 pm, Saturday ð Basics of Butterfly & Hummingbird Gardening: How to assess your current site and select 

appropriate plants to attract our most common caterpillars, butterflies and hummingbirds. 

Birding 101 

with Walter Chadwick  

Saturday, March 21, 2015, 9:30 am to 11:30 am 

Lenoir Nature Preserve, 19 Dudley St, Yonkers  

Learn to identify birds using the GISS method (General Impression of Size and Shape) and study their 

field marks, adaptations and habitats. We will also discuss bird guides and binoculars and how to use 

them. A visual presentation will be followed by observing birds at the feeders and on the grounds of the 

Lenoir Nature Preserve, using our new skills to identify them. 

Free for Audubon members 

$20.00 non members which includes a yearõs membership in Hudson River Audubon Society. 

 

Registration required. For information and registration: 

Walter Chadwick 

mrcnaturally@optonline.net 

914-237-5791  

mailto:skelsey@aqueduct.org
mailto:mrcnaturally@optonline.net
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The 2014-2015 Project FeederWatch season is 

winding down. Please join us for one or any of the 

final four sessions of the season.  

We count the birds every two weeks for two hours, 

two days in a row. Feeder Watch times are chosen 

by the day's leaders and will be announced by e-

mail approximately a week ahead of time.  

If you have any questions about the last Feeder-

Watch sessions, please contact Carol Lange at 

(914) 668-5101, or email CarolLange@aol.com. 

Project FeederWatch 

Sat. Mar. 14: Fran Greenberg 

Sun. Mar. 15: Ruth DeFord 

 

Sat. Mar. 28: May Guglielmo 

Sun. Mar. 29: Jackie Bruskin 

Winter 2015 Schedule 

Northern Mockingbird Red-Bellied Woodpecker 

Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker 

All photos by Hudson River Audubon Society members. 

tel:914%20668-5101
mailto:CarolLange@aol.com
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NATIONAL AUDUBON BIRDATHON PLEDGE CARD  

    __  I am happy to pledge $ _________ .  _______ From:  

         per species in support of your birdathon. 

       ________________________________________________________ 

   __  I prefer to pledge the enclosed gift of $ _________ . _______        Name 

   __  I will give you an additional $ ________ . _______ if the  ________________________________________________________ 

        team spots a _____________________________(bird species)    Address 

          ________________________________________________________ 

             City    State  Zip 

   Send to: Hudson River Audubon Society 

      PO BOX 616     (__________)__________________________________________ 

   Yonkers, New York 10703       Telephone 

  

   Make Donations Payable to   HUDSON RIVER AUDUBON SOCIETY 

Birdathon  
Join a team and spend all day raising money for the chapter. 

Hudson River Audubonõs BIRD-A-THON will be held Saturday, May 16th (rain 

date May 17th) to raise money for the chapter.  You can help by making your 

pledge today. 

 

A BIRD-A-THON is like a walk-a-thon, bike-a-thon or any other "thon" in that we 

ask people to pledge X amount of money per lap, mile, or as in our case, bird 

species seen, within a 24 hour period.  The combined list for the teams should 

be between 100 to 150 species.  Pledges can be given for a flat rate such as 

$25.00, or you can pledge per species such as 25 cents per bird.  If we see 

120 species your pledge will come to $30.00. We will send out reminders after 

the bird-a-thon on how much you pledged. 

 

Thank you for your generous support! 




